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Rachael McFarlane, Environment Agency

"The Living Waterways Project has several aims. It's about reducing flooding, looking at how we can store water throughout the catchment using various techniques, quite small scale, but every bit helps cumulatively within the catchments. Obviously having ponds that store water within the catchment is really important to that. It’s also about improving biodiversity. Great Crested Newt are a protected species."    

Ron Kelly, Tanfield Lea Countryside Group

"Everyone who walks past this area knows it a Great Crested Newt pond and has been for quite a few years. People were noticing the pond was silting up and was getting full of rubbish, it was overgrown and we didn’t want to lose our Great Crested Newt. So together as a group and as a local community we decided to try and do something about it. 

It's Durham County Council’s land so obviously they’re involved, ourselves Tanfield Lea Countryside Group, Durham Wildlife Trust and the Environment Agency all played a part in getting this pond regenerated." 

Michael Rogers, Durham Wildlife Trust

"This is the pond that Living Waterways regenerated. It's just behind the school and it was completely overgrown. You could only see a little but of water in there and, as a result, the kids saw it as a bit of a dumping ground. You couldn’t really tell there was any wildlife habitat there. With help from the James Trust Fund it enabled us to bring in a machine. During the winter when the Great Crested Newts were out hibernating, to dredged the pond, pulling out all the silt that had over grown, levelled out the side leaving nice shallow margins that are great for wildlife. And now you can see the pond is starting to vegetate back over and it's got excellent expanse of water in which the Great Crested Newts can really thrive and breed." 

Rachael McFarlane, Environment Agency 

"We’re improving the habitat for them but also very importantly we’re helping. You know it is a better place for people to live in. They want their local environment to be somewhere they can go and enjoy and experience wildlife on their doorstep and I think project like this have really helped to achieve that. This is now a valuable place that people can come and walk and see some really interesting wildlife minutes from their door."

Ron Kelly, Tanfield Lea Countryside Group 

"Now the local community has seen what we can do when we put our mind to it quite often the local people who walk round the woods pick the litter up anyway by hand just because we’re trying to look after this beautiful woodland."
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